The Doctors Pulpit.
SCARLET FEVER.
At the present time London is threatened with an epidemic of scarlet fever. This is one of those pestiferous diseases which make a certain period of childhood both anxious and dangerous. It There is nothing more dangerous than a chill in scarlet fever.
It should always be remembered that in this, as in most other fevers, nursing is nine-tenths of the battle.-The doctor will do his best to lower the temperature, to order medicines for the throat and mouth, and generally to guide the attendant in charge from day to day. But when he is not there, the regular feeding, the soothing drink, the turning at the right time, the opening or closing of the Window, the pulling down or up of the blind, the quietness, the cheerfulness, the hope,?these are the things which none but the nurse can attend to, and these may make the difference between recovery and death. Scarlet fever is eminently one of those diseases which cannot be " cured" or cut short. It must and will run through its course, either mildly or severely. But whether the patient shall be made as comfortable as possible whilst it lasts ; or whether he shall recover or die, depends to a very large extent on the care and intelligence displayed by the attendant nurse.
(To be continued.)
